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Synopsis

It all begins when Soft Rain’s teacher reads a letter stating that as of May 23, 1838, all Cherokee
people are to leave their land and move to what many Cherokees called "the land of darkness". .
.the west. Soft Rain is confident that her family will not have to move, because they have just
planted corn for the next harvest but soon thereafter, soldiers arriveA to take nine-year-old, Soft
Rain, and her mother to walk the Trail of Tears, leaving the rest of her family behind.A A Because
Soft Rain knows some of the white man’s language, she soon learns that they must travel across
rivers, valleys, and mountains. On the journey, she is forced to eat the white man’s food and sees
many of her people die. Her courage and hope are restored when she is reunited with her father, a
leader on the Trail, chosen to bring her people safely to their new land. A Praise for Soft Rain:A A
"An eye-opening introduction to this painful period of American history."--Publisher's WeeklyA A
"The characters themselves transform a sorrowful story of adversity into a tale of human
resilience."--Kirkus ReviewsA A "This gentle child’s-eye view will move readers enormously."--Jane

YolenA A
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Customer Reviews

Soft Rain is a nine year old Cherokee girl living with her family on their little farm in North Carolina.

One day at school, Soft Rain is told her people will be "relocated" to Oklahoma. Soft Rain is filled



with sorrow at leaving her home. She and her mother are seperated from her father, brother, and
grandmother. They endure hunger, hardship, sorrow, and the loss of friends and relatives. Through
it all, Soft Rain can only survive by relying on her courage. | highly reccomend this sad, moving
book.

This book was listed in our curriculum as a recommendation during our historical fiction unit (I teach
4th grade). The story really captivated the kids and it was a great resource to use when identifying
the characteristics of historical fiction. | also liked that this book came on Kindle - | bought the Kindle

version and then projected it onto my board so we could all read along together.

| would recommend this book to all the fifth graders out therewho are learning about the Trail of
Tears. It helped my child infifth who needed to research up on the Trail of Tears, so I'msure it could
help yours. She highlighted key passages, thenused one of the features on her Kindle Fire HD to
view all of herselected text and write a summary about it. But she did saythat there were some
grammatical errors that made it a little bitof a confusing read. Overall though, she said that it was

afascinating and very realistic book, and rated it five and a halfstars. | hope this helps!

This book tells about a young girl traveling west with her family and the trials they go through. |
believe this book is a awesome book that you should read because it gives you a child’s view of the

Trail of Tears.

Soft rain is a good book. Soft rain lives in a village and the white men made them movie to the west
and they don’t want to move to the west | think it is a good book you should read this book if you like

Indians.

This was a great story to help children understand some of what the Indians went through, | would

suggest this story be put in schools.
This is a child’s viewpoint of the Trail of Tears that is real, but appropriate. | read it to my 4th grade
class during our history lessons, and they loved it even while being saddened by the plight of the

Cherokee. Their empathy was compelling.

This book gave a lot of insight on the Trail of Tears,but it was kind of sad. The author was very good



at making this horrible historical event so real
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